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Due to the style of shooting and the use of holsters 
for some matches, there are some variations in the 

safety rules for IPSC matches. 
The following are the basics:

•  A firearm may only be removed or replaced from a case/
bag whilst within a designated “Safety Area”. 

No ammunition is to be taken into a safety area, either in a 
bag or on your belt, e.g. a loaded magazine. 

A new Shooter will be accompanied while in the safety area.
•  Once the firearm has been holstered within the safety area 

it may not be removed until you are under the direct 
supervision of a Range Officer or by 

returning to the safety area.
•  Whilst in the safety area the muzzle must remain pointed 

within the confines of the safety area.
•  Once on the range and engaging a course of fire the muzzle 

must remain below the back booms at all times.
•  Eye and Ear protection must be worn at all times whilst on 

or near any range while it is in use.



WElCoME To 
ThE VAN 

DIEMEN pISTol 
ClUB

This brochure is not an exhaustive explanation of 
every aspect of club membership, of pistol 

shooting and licensing procedures; but is intended 
only to provide a brief introduction to the sport 

and a starting point for new shooters. 
New members are encouraged to seek a voluntary 
induction session which would cover basic safety 

procedures, club rules and the principles of 
marksmanship.  Any Committee member will be able 

provide you with a point of contact to 
arrange an induction session.

 
SAFE SHOOTING

History has shown that pistol shooting in Australia 
is a safe sport, but we must never become 

complacent about safety. 
A Range Officer is appointed to control each match 

and his or her directions must be 
followed at all times. 

In general terms, the following basic safety 
procedures apply on most ranges: 

• The muzzles of firearms, whether loaded or not, 
must always be pointed down range.

• Pistols may be handled only when the Range 
Officer gives the command.

• Pistols may be loaded only when the Range 
Officer gives the “load” command.

• Nobody is allowed forward of the firing line until 
all firearms have been cleared and the Range 

Officer gives the command to go forward.
• No firearms are to be handled while the

 range is clear. 
All CoMpETIToRS AND SpECTAToRS oN ThE RANGE 

MUST WEAR EyE AND hEARING pRoTECTIoN



Competitive pistol shooting is a challenging and enjoyable sport.  
Members of the VDPC come from all walks of life.  Some members are 

keen competitors who take their competition quite seriously, others 
participate more for the camaraderie and sheer pleasure of pistol 

shooting with less emphasis on achieving high scores. 
All members are free to choose the matches that interest them and to 

shoot as many or as few different disciplines as they wish.  
The Club requires only that members operate safely, and comply with 

legal requirements and club rules. 
That said, like any sporting endeavour, enjoyment of pistol 

shooting and a sense of achievement are usually 
enhanced by the development of skills. 

It is beyond the scope of this brochure to detail all the matches that are 
shot at the VDPC, and the following is an overview only and does not 
cover all pistol shooting disciplines. Broadly speaking, there are three 
categories of pistol shooting competition, each of which has its own 

challenges.

This style of shooting is conducted at the Olympic and Commonwealth 
Games, although not all ISSF matches are included in those top level 
events. Most of the matches are shot at targets 25 metres from the 

shooters, with competitors given various time frames to complete their 
shots or sequences of shots. 

The second category of pistol shooting competition is practical or service 
style shooting under the auspices of the International Practical Shooting 
Confederation (IPSC). There are many different matches over a range of 

distances, at both paper targets and metal plates. In some matches, 
ammunition used must conform to minimum power factors which are 

derived from a combination of bullet weights and velocities.

As the name suggests, metallic silhouette shooting features metallic 
targets which are of different sizes and shapes, and are placed at various 

distances up to a hundred metres.  

INTERNATIoNAl ShooTING 
SPort federation (iSSf)
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Competitive pistol shooting is a challenging and enjoyable sport.  
Members of the VDPC come from all walks of life.  Some members are keen 

competitors who take their competition quite seriously, others 
participate more for the camaraderie and sheer pleasure of pistol 

shooting with less emphasis on achieving high scores. 
All members are free to choose the matches that interest them and to shoot as 

many or as few different disciplines as they wish.  
The Club requires only that members operate safely, and comply with legal 

requirements and club rules. That said, like any sporting endeavour, 
enjoyment of pistol shooting and a sense of achievement 

are usually enhanced by the development of skills. 
It is beyond the scope of this brochure to detail all the matches that are shot at 

the VDPC, and the following is an overview only and does not 
cover all pistol shooting disciplines. Broadly speaking, there are three 

categories of pistol shooting competition, 
each of which has its own challenges.

This style of shooting is conducted at the Olympic and Commonwealth Games, 
although not all ISSF matches are included in those top level events. 

Most of the matches are shot at targets 25 metres from the 
shooters, with competitors given various time frames to complete 

their shots or sequences of shots. 

The second category of pistol shooting competition is practical or service style 
shooting under the auspices of the (IPSC). There are many different matches 

over a range of distances, at both paper targets and metal plates. In some 
matches, ammunition used must conform to minimum power factors which are 

derived from a combination of bullet weights and velocities.

As the name suggests, metallic silhouette shooting features metallic targets 
which are of different sizes and shapes, and are placed at various 

distances up to a hundred metres.  
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VDPC has ranges that cater to all pistol shooting categories with 
excellent facilities including a modern indoor air pistol range and 

a one hundred metre metallic silhouette range. Of paramount 
importance to our Club is the safe conduct of practice and 

competition. To that end, new shooters will be closely 
supervised to ensure they are able to safely handle firearms and 

comply with range procedures and Range Officer directions. 

Training in the basic concepts and practices of pistol safety and 
marksmanship is readily available to new shooters, and there 

are a number of experienced members who are willing and able 
to provide that assistance by arrangement. 

The VDPC range complex, if not unique, is one of the few in 
Australia that is accessible by members 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week.  Members can receive a key to the Range on 
payment of a refundable deposit. This is a privilege afforded to 

few other pistol club members in Australia.   

METAllIC SIlhoUETTE
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Do I have to wait until I get a firearms 
licence before I can shoot at the Range?

You may shoot at the Range under direct supervision one time, 
after which you must obtain a police exemption that will allow 

you to shoot under supervision until you are 
appropriately licenced. Exemption application forms are 

available at the club-rooms and must be lodged by the Club.
Can I apply to join VDPC before I have a licence?

Yes. 
You may lodge a membership application, along with two 

references, a national police check, application fees, and proof of 
attendance at five club shoots.
What is the requirement for 

obtaining a Firearms Licence?
You must apply to the Tasmanian Police for a Licence and 

successfully undertake an accredited firearms training course. 
Membership of the VDPC (or another approved pistol club) is 

required for a Category H (handgun) endorsement.
Can I aquire a pistol straight away?

No. 
You must have held a Category H endorsed Firearms Licence for 

at least six months before you may possess your first pistol. After 
twelve months as a licence holder, you would be 

permitted to buy other pistols in order to 
compete in the various matches.

How do I buy a pistol?

What are the requirements for their safe-keeping?
Pistols must be kept in approved security containers. 

Commercial gun safes are available that are rated for various 
firearms including handguns, but not all meet the minimum 
requirements for pistols. A basic gun locker rated for rimfire 

rifles for example, would not be an 
approved container for your pistols. Local gun shops 

usually have a range of firearm safes, and would be able to 
source a suitable one for you if they don’t have them in stock.

Is there a requirement for me to participate in a 
minimum number of shoots?

Yes. 
The participation rate depends on the number of pistols you 

have, and it is your responsibility to keep a record of your 
attendance. Attendance record cards are available at the Club 
and each time you attend, your card will be signed by a Club 

official. Most members submit their attendance record cards to 
the Police Firearms Section annually having 

kept a copy for their own records. 

You will probably have many more questions. 
Don’t hesitate to ask about any aspect of pistol shooting, 

whether it be about marksmanship, ammunition and reloading, 
or club rules and procedures. Most members have a wealth of 

knowledge and experience and will be only too happy help you.

F.
A.
Q.

www.vdpc.org.au    for match rosters and general enquiries.

Once you have held a Category H licence for
six months, you may submit a Permit to Acquire application 

(PTA) signed by a club executive member, to the Police 
Firearms Section.  The approval process usually takes 30 days.
Local gun shops have very limited stocks of pistols and many 

members buy their target handguns through the on-line 
listings of interstate dealers or private sellers. 

Typically in that event, firearms are transferred by secure 
means between licenced dealers, and that can take place 

while your PTA is being processed. You will need to 
pre-arrange the transfer with your local gun shop, but for a 
relatively small fee they are usually willing to receive your 
new (or second hand) purchase, and store it securely until 

you have your PTA. When you pick up your firearm, it will be 
registered in your name, and in due course you will receive 

confirmation of that from the Police Firearms Section. 


